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THE BIRTHDAY

Once upon o time,  long before
Christ was horn, there were people
In the far norith where the snow
comes ec.iy and lies long upon the
hills, to whom winter was & hard and
eruel time, summer soft and joyful.

These people watched the sun In
its progress with eager Interast. When
the time eame for It to cross the line
thoy were very glad and haeld a win-
ter festlval. They longed for summer
and good crops, so, in the bhest way
they could, they trled to show the
providence they worsh!pped what they
hoped that it would do.

They went out inlo the forest and
Eot green trees—the kind that stay
green all year long. And they decked
the trees with bits of bright color,
imitating fruits and fowers that the
gods might %now their deslre for the
green frultful time,

There came a year when a great
‘teacher was born just after the sun
had started o3 the Lopeful part of its
journey. This teucher uflier two
thousand years Is worshipped by mil-
lione ¢f his followers. us the Son of
God. By millfons of others Hé 1s rov-
eronced as the divinest of the sons of
men. And on this, His birthday, Jew
and Centile, bond and free, unite to do
Him Honor. Because whatever one's
dogma or lack of dogma, no one who
has ever heard of Him now  doubts
that ‘His wns the gentlest, sweetost
spul, His the wisest teaching, His the
mont beautiful vislon for humanity of
enyone who has ever walked the

B L earth,

And somehow, through the chang-
fig customs of the centuries, there
still is lopt the old Norse custom of
tha green' and glowing tree _with
which to mark the turning of tho
yoar, though now the tree celebrates
the birthday of Jesus.

~Last ' yout; WitH' the' world in tars
moil, it mmed th mf.m:r o 'sort of
mackery to celabrnte tlm blrthday of
Him who s called’ the , Princo

’éommonplnm, dt

e‘hﬂd_‘n whole lite, o wpr and: povarly

-clpl!np such us nefdom conies to any
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o ganarally ure luoklns to the new year

commendnbla spirit ot willingness lo

scatteriug over city and county—what '
is n Christmas llke that but a chal-
lenge to peace and happiness? How
many women will breathe their nuly
eigh of rellef when the day has closed
without a tragedy? How many chil-l
dren will suffer the keen disappoint-
ment of emply stockings? Who can
measure the toll sordid drink levies
upon the joys that should by rights
belong to mother and chlld?

Perhaps out ‘of many a gallon jug,
rising llke some evil genlus after the
cork is pulled, will leap the dripping
hand of Murder. Who %nowa?

There are just two ways- to cele-
brate Christmas and -no more. One
can follow the example of Him who
came into the world nnd made the day
a benedictlon te mankind. Or, one
can go to the other extreme and fill
with joy the heart of Satan.

Hetween. these two ways lles tha
gulf that separates light from dark-
ness, joy from sorrow, decency from
shame. -

Which s i.hc better wev?
LOOKING FORWARD

4 i

Chrlstmas rather than the first of
January marks the passing of the éld
and the beglnning of a new year, and
it s well at this neason of peace and
rest to take stock and look to the fu-
ture for better things. .

The year just gone has heen per-
haps the hardest in a financlal way
of any for a generation.. Last yeer
tho* Southern cotton farmer suffered
severe losses on account of the slump
in the price of his product, and add-
ed to this misfortune the war brought
a train of other calamities antlraly
beyond lils reckoning and his power
to control. What affects the farmer
dizastrously rnlls with ;more or less
crushing  effect’ on us all,’ nnd all

clagaes of ‘business have Had to ‘walk | iy

the plank of a grilling ﬂnnuclnl dis-
Deople at peace with the world.

ket to something 1ike nomal ‘this fall
‘saved the ‘situation, : and. our r-anpln

with mora t.ouﬂdant hnpas nnd with’
bﬂxh!nr proppaels ol! snccess and-_
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give and take—to ‘extend a ‘helplng
Imnd ‘to the man alruggung und'a; they
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N1y the dlspluy of this’ kiﬁd ‘of “spirit

cught.to dring our- people ‘into closer G
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As 2 result of-a )ittle difficulty In
the Fed Cross Drug store last night,
a Young inan namc{.l Will Hanna was
rather badly cut 1p about the he: i
by another young' man named Mcs
Phail. The detalls  of the afisir
could not be lemnel. HBoth young
men were arrestéd but gave bond.

Boog HIll has been placed in the
county jull on tfhe charge of sleaiing
cotton, ‘The cotton was stolen from
the coltor. houes, oF Mr. Dobblns who
lives near Dobbin’a bridge. Tile ne-
Ero was nrreatcd yﬂaterd'ly by Sheriff
Ashley. :

The-ginning report of . Anderson
county shows that there have been
56,209 bales of cotton ginned fn An<
derson county up to December 1%, az
cnmpamd with: 51,961 of last year.
One must not judge from tiis, how-
ever, that ihe Ewn this year’ will be
largev than the uue last year.  A¢
this same time Jast year .there was
a lot of cotton still in the flelds to be
picked, but thie year, nearly all of
it has been gathored and glnned.

N..C. Burriss, W, T. W. Iarrison
and D: F. Carter have heen belected
‘managers for the school trustes slec-
tion which will be held on the second
Tuesday in January to 1111 the places
of three of the trustees whote terms
expiro on that date,

: -——-o-—--

Mr. G. A, anklin. overseer of
the cloth room of ‘the Orr Mills, (as
been appointed zusistant ‘superinten-
dent of the iRvergide and Toxaway
mills, this announcement . having
been made yuaterdny by Afr. ‘Ben
B. Gosaclt. prenldent. Mr. F"anklln
is racognlzed A8 ono of-the hast mill
men in this art of! #.he atata and- Mr.
Gousett ls !orbu

".l“hn Line: O'I}oﬁa an win‘hes each
an dn\roryone a. L.my (‘,.z“latmaa. ;
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